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Palo Alto
Taking on a challenge

Fulton Street, Palo Alto



A Tree Technical Manual
A new benchmark for
natural resource planning and preservation

The Manual is a valuable model relevant to planners, urban
forest professionals & responsible agencies for the following
reasons:




The Manual Is . . .

* acompanion document with the tree ordinance

e areasonable approach to meet the goals of the ordinance




The Manual Is . . .

A model of a clear standard for code enforcement &
condition monitering compliance

The Municipal Code provides for enforcgment of the regulations listed in

he Manua iolations of ‘reauired prs s’ mav be remedied b oVera




Palo Alto Tree Preservation and the

Development Process

Projet Design

Applicant
>An arborist is hired to survey all site trees &
recommend trees to be retained

Applicant If application omits Tree Survey

>Site Development Application it is deemed incomplete and returned
>Submits Preliminary Plans for corrections

City Review May require redesign of site to
>Approves Removed and Retained Trees preserve retained trees
based on tree survey and code requirements

Arborist Approved tree removal may occur
>Site Specific Preservation Measures only after demolition permit is issued
drafted for applicant

Applicant Applicant
>Plans are Revised >Replace Trees per
to accomodate arborist recommendations Technical Manual, Section 3.00

and Parking Lot Design Standards
Applicant
>Resubmit Plans for City Review

City
>Approves Preservation Measuresas Conditions of Approval.
Preservation conditions are printed on the stamped
building permit pan set

Developer

>Impliments Preservation Measures, fences, etc.
(prior to grading or demolition permit issuance)

Project Arborist Inspections Construction continues until completion.
>Verifies fencing and other measures City's final inspection and approval of tree retention
Monthly inspection summary is is required before occupancy is granted
faxed to Planning Department




Resourceful Tips

from planning to preservation

e Get close with a planner (neyre people just like
you)

— Do what it takes, make the call




Resourceful Tips
Definitions -- Section 1.00

 |dentifies & defines terms unique to the
arboricultural or construction industry




Resourceful Tips

Pitfalls in Preservation

o Lack of definition
— Vague language, apologetic, uncertain writing style




Use of the Manual

Introduction, Instructions and Important Information,

Convention you use is important. Use language to distinguish
between the ‘required’ and ‘recommended’ care of regulated
trees. Be consistent with use of other common terms

 Regquired Practices
— Mandatory minimum standards ferthe care: 6f regulated trees o
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Resourceful Tips
Protection of Trees During Construction
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Resourceful Tips
Protection of Trees During Construction

Gear your instructions to fit inte these distinct phases

 Prior to Demolition Permit

— Fencing
 Demolition




Resourceful Tips
Protection of Trees During Construction

Gear your instructions to fit inte these distinct phases

e During Construction (continued)
— Tree health, winter/erosion control?, summer dust/wash leaves,




Resourceful Tips
Protection of Trees During Construction

2.15 Pre-Construction Reguirements - Six critical steps




Resourceful Tips

Site Plans
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Resourceful Tips
Tree Fencing

Typell

PROTECTIVE
TREE FENCING




TING A HOUSE TO FIT THE TREE REQUIRES PLANNING
BEFORE A BUILDING PERMIT IS APPROVED

En
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Resourceful Tips
Protection of Trees During Construction

2.20 Describes activities duringdemolition and
CONStrUCtion near trees Key Elements

» Specifications covered are: soil compaction, grading, utilities,
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Case Capsule--Arborist Site Inspections

« TTM, SECTION2.30, ARBORIST
INSPECTIONS.

* PHOTO SHOWS CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS LEANING AGAINST A
DESIGNATED PROTECTED TREE.




Case Capsule-- Prohibited Activity in the TPZ

Deodar Cedar--Trenching and root damage
inside the fenced enclosure




Case Capsule: Excavation, Trenching or Boring
Restriction Zone--Section 2.20-1
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Roadway

No Restrictions

Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone4

Private Property. Sidewalk. Planter Strip.No Curb & Gutter.

Severing roots Severing roots mechanical Severing roots
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property owner Public Works 2" needs approval Public Works

arborist. Arborist. by Public Works Arborist.
Arborist.









Case Capsule-- Damaged Beyond Repair

® Coast Live Oak-- Indiscriminate
trenching inside the tree protection




Resourceful Tips

Removal, Replacement
& Planting of Trees -- Section 3.00

e |dentifies allowable removal




Resourceful Tips
Hazardous Trees

Section 4.00

4.00 Hazard Trees Key Elements
* Property owner responsibility
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ity Resourceful Tips

Tree Maintenance Guidelines

Section 5.00

5.05 Care of regulated trees Key Elements

 |dentifies Prohibited Acts
— EXcessive pruning, topping, other actions




Tree Reports
Section 6.00

6.00 Tree Reports Key Elements

 When is a tree report required
— Who may write the report?




Case Capsule--Tree Reports

Manuel in this protection plan will use the abbreviation TTM. the Sectio
Protection Plan Requirements
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Appendices

Appendices in the back of the Manual provide additional information
referenced and for; other sources of info for; specific or unusual situations

APPENDICES
A: Palo Alto Municipal Code Chapter 8.10, Tree Preservation &
Management Regulations
B: Tree City - USA
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Now available for order from the City of Palo Alto

'I'ree Tét:hnl-t‘:ﬂl I’ﬂﬂn ual

Standarcs & Specfications
Pals Mo Musicical Code. Chapls8 50 030

Checks of $15 payable to:
City of Palo Alto

Attn: Planning

250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Junp, 200 Finsl EQTRDn

Daplrim-nt af Plamning and Commuanity Enyiranmest

The Manual is also available free on line or can be ordered @
www.city.palo-alto.ca.us / featured sites / trees / contact us



Date: July 10, 2001
For Immediate Release Contact: Dave Dockter
Managing Arborist, Planning Division
City of Palo Alto Announces
Publication of New Tree Technical Manual

Palo Alto, CA -- The City of Palo Alto has just published a Tree Technical Manual, the companion document to implement its Tree
Preservation and Management Regulations published earlier. The Manual is intended to provide orderly protection and consistent
standards of care for the City's Regulated Trees.

The Tree Technical Manual addresses a need experienced by many cities nationwide -- the gap between a tree preservation ordinance and
the ability to effectively implement its regulations. Specific state-of the-industry standards of care are provided in the Manual for tree
maintenance, protection of trees during construction, standardized tree reports, formulafor tree replacement, planting and criteriato
determine when atree is a possible threat to public health, safety and welfare. The standards distinguish between the 'required’ and
'recommended’ care for Regulated Trees. Regulated trees are categorized as defined in the Manual as protected trees, street trees and
designated trees on non-residential and commercial property.

The Manual will assist citiesto:

(1) more successfully implement the heritage tree/sustai nable environment aspects found in many Genera Plans, and
(2) bridge the gap between city staff and the onsite practitioner for projects requiring the preservation and care of
protected and other significant trees.

The City of Palo Alto has received requests to use the document as a template from dozens of cities, severa counties, States from
Californiaand Hawaii to Washington D.C, the province of British Columbia and Shri Lanka, universities and major utility enterprises.
The document is formatted for easy use by city planners and public works engineers and other city professionals to define project
Conditions of Approva and code enforcement as well as by private property owners and residents who wish to provide quality care for
thelr trees.

The Manual isonline in World Wide Web version at: http://www.city.palo-alto.ca.us/ featured sites/ trees.
i Copyright © 2001




Visit and Explore the City of Palo Alto
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www.city.palo-alto.ca.us/featured sites/trees
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